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“Valuable Research Experience” Does Not Pay the Bills
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https://www.aip.org/diversity-initiatives/team-up-task-force

https://www.aip.org/diversity-initiatives/team-up-task-force


Pay Undergraduate Researchers >= $15/hour
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Federal Minimum Wage as of October 1, 2022
$7.25 per hour

https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/minimum-wage/state

Conversation Starter: Pay undergrad researchers >$15/hour (>$30k/year)

https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/minimum-wage/state


Make It Much Easier To Request 
A Graduate Application Fee Waiver

2022 ANL Town Hall: DEIB II2022-11-15 4

The costs of transitioning to graduate school for some undergraduates is too high 
to be manageable and prevents otherwise qualified candidates from applying.

Average Big 10 graduate application fee = $75/school

10 schools = $750 = >100 hrs @ federal minimum wage

Some programs exist:

Big 10 – FreeApp
https://btaa.org/resources-for/students/freeapp/eligibility

Quote from website:
“The FreeApp waiver program is very competitive, and a limited number of 
waivers are available.”

Conversation Starter: A fee waiver request should just be a no-questions-asked 
one sentence email to the school’s Graduate Program Director.

https://btaa.org/docs/default-source/diversity/freeappflyer.pdf?sfvrsn=d3e0c683_2
https://btaa.org/resources-for/students/freeapp/eligibility
https://btaa.org/resources-for/students/freeapp/eligibility


Make the Physics GRE Optional Permanently
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The costs of transitioning to graduate school for some undergraduates is too high 
to be manageable and prevents otherwise qualified candidates from applying.

GRE subject test fee = $150/attempt

GRE additional score report fee = $27/school (first 4 are free)

10 schools with 2 GRE attempts = $462 = 64 hours @ federal minimum wage

A program does exist: GRE Fee Reduction Program

Conversation Starter: Let’s just make the Physics GRE optional permanently in 
order to reduce the financial burden of applying to graduate school.

https://www.ets.org/gre/subject/register/fees/
https://www.ets.org/gre/subject/register/fees/
https://www.ets.org/gre/subject/register/fees/reduction


Make Signing Bonuses or Moving Expenses for Entering 
Graduate Students an Allowable Cost on Grants 

2022 ANL Town Hall: DEIB II2022-11-15 6

The costs of transitioning to graduate school for some undergraduates is too high 
to be manageable and prevents otherwise qualified candidates from applying.

Moving expenses = $1000 (varies wildly depending on circumstances) = 138 
hours at federal minimum wage

Conversation Starter: Make moving expenses or “signing bonuses” for 
incoming graduate students allowable costs from federal grants (DOE & NSF). 



Pay Graduate Students a Living Wage
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A Ph.D. in Physics is a great investment in one’s long-term career prospects and 
future earnings – we should advertise this.

However, we are asking our students to sacrifice too much both personally and 
financially during the training period in graduate school.

to convert to 2020 dollars,
add about $6k



Pay Graduate Students a Living Wage

2022 ANL Town Hall: DEIB II2022-11-15 8

A Ph.D. in Physics is a great investment in one’s long-term career prospects and 
future earnings – we should advertise this.

However, we are asking our students to sacrifice too much both personally and 
financially during the training period in graduate school.

What is a living wage? According to DOE Office of Science: $45k/yr ($22.5/hr)

DE-FOA-0002844 - Post Date: Friday, September 30, 2022 (h/t B. VanDevender)

Conversation Starter: Let’s start requesting $45k/yr/grad in our grant proposals.



Make Funds Available for Graduate Students 
For 6 Weeks Paid Parental Leave

2022 ANL Town Hall: DEIB II2022-11-15 9

A Ph.D. in Physics is a great investment in one’s long-term career prospects and 
future earnings – we should advertise this.

However, we are asking our students to sacrifice too much both personally and 
financially during the training period in graduate school.

It is reasonable to essentially force our graduate students to put off starting a 
family until later in life?

Conversation Starter: Let’s give our graduate students 6 weeks paid parental 
leave when they become parents.



Make Funding Supplements Available for 
Graduates Students that are Parents
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A Ph.D. in Physics is a great investment in one’s long-term career prospects and 
future earnings – we should advertise this.

However, we are asking our students to sacrifice too much both personally and 
financially during the training period in graduate school.

It is reasonable to essentially force our graduate students to put off starting a 
family until later in life?

Conversation Starter: Let’s increase the graduate student stipend by 
$3k/yr/child for graduate students that are parents.



Provide Graduate Students a Cash Advance 
Before Their First Work Travel
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Work travel can be a great perk and rewarding experience for our graduate
students.

However, our students can quickly become stuck in “Reimbursement Hell.”

Conversation Starter: Let’s just give our graduate students a $5k cash advance 
before their first work travel to be repayable only when they leave graduate 
school.


